[image: A collage of people

Description automatically generated with low confidence]
image1.png
"~ COMMANDER
FRANCIS T. WILLIAMS
AND SANDWICH VETERANS

MEMORIAL BRIDGE

State Representative Steve Xiarhos

September 2

21-Q@
Commander Williams of Sandwich Honored with Gold Star Bridge Dedication

As part of National Gold Star Family Weekend in America, | was deeply honored to serve as the
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the unveiling of a Gold Star bridge dedication in his memory.

The Commander Francis T. Williams and Sandwich Veterans Memorial Bridge now covers the
crossing of Scorton Creek on Route 6A.

Commander Williams served honorably as an United States Marine from 1969 through 1975.

As a Marine, he was deployed to Vietnam as a forward observer for the 3rd Marine 9th
Battalion.

Frances was directly commissioned in 1994 as a Naval Lieutenant. He deployed to Afghanistan
as an embedded trainer for the Afghan National Army. Upon his return from Afghanistan,
Commander Williams was assigned to the Defense Logistics Agency as the Chief of the
Pharmaceutical Division and was again deployed as an Individual Augmentee to the Multi-
National Security and Transition Command ~ Iraq.

In 2011, his third deployment took him back to Afghanistan as the Commanding Officer of the
2nd Medical Battalion 2nd Marine Logistics Group, tasked with evacuating all critical wounded
personnel.

Commander Williams was a highly decorated Naval Officer having been awarded over twenty-
five ribbons and medals; the following decorations he was most proud of were the: Marine
Corps Combat Action Ribbon, Marine Corps Good Conduct, Vietnam Cross of Gallantry,
Defense Service Ribbons- Vietnam, Afghanistan (2), Iraq, the Defense Meritorious Service
Medal, Navy/Marine Corps Meritorious Service Medal, Joint Services Commendation Medal,
Navy/Marine Corps Commendation Medal (4 awards), Army Achievement Medal, and the
Navy/Marine Corps Achievement Medal.

In 2012, Commander Williams was honored by Naval Health Care New England when the
Warrior Health Clinic Portsmouth NH was renamed the “Commander Francis T. Williams Warrior
Health Clinic”

Dignitaries in attendance included Congressman Bill Keating, Massachusetts Department of
Veteran Services Secretary Cheryl Lussier Poppe, State Senator Susan Moran, Bridges for the
Fallen President Rob Mador, Patriot Guard Riders, the Corporal Nicholas G. Xiarhos Young
Marines, members of the Sandwich Board of Selectmen, Gold Star Wife Janice Williams, and
family and friends of Commander Williams from all over the globe.

Special thaNX to US Marine Veteran and City of Fall River Veterans Services Officer Micaila Britto
for being present and the wonderful pics!





 




 

